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Gen 5 GTO Carrier Bearing Replacement

by Brian O’Sullivan

While driving my GTO on one of the recent club cruises I no-
ticed a vibration while under medium to moderate acceleration. It al-
most felt like the car was driving over a rumble strip on the highway. I
initially thought it was perhaps wheel hop, which in these cars has a
tendency to occur. Then I thought back to something that I noticed a
week or so earlier under the car while installing a cat back exhaust. I
remembered seeing this... (Photo Above)

What that is, is a tear in the rubber that surrounds the driveshaft
carrier bearing (or center bearing). It's impossible to tell from the pic-
ture, but that tear ran % of the way around the shaft. The vibration that
I was feeling was the driveshaft bouncing around in that bracket under
load. I checked a few sources online including LS1GTO.com and did a
bit of research on replacing the bearing. I found that GM calls this a
"non-serviceable" part and is therefore unavailable. They require that
you replace the entire drive shaft, and GM in their infinite wisdom has
since discontinued it. So it's left to the aftermarket. Luckily
GTOGSTA.com not only has the correct complete drive shaft
($729.00), but they also sell just the carrier bearing ($69.00). I ordered
just the bearing and decided to see how unserviceable it really was.
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I'll start by saying that having access to a lift and second person to lend a hand would be
ideal. I had the second person (my brother), but no lift. We were able to get things done with
jack stands. You will need the following tools:

1. Socket wrench with 13mm, 17mm(optional) and 18mm sockets

19mm wrench

Chisel or pickle fork

2
3. Dead blow hammer or mallet
4
5. Bench vise

6. Block of wood

Step 1. After the vehicle is lifted, decide whether you want to remove or drop the exhaust at
the cat back. I would suggest that you do so, as things will go much easier for you with the ex-
haust out of the way. Use the 17mm socket to remove the four bolts at the flanges located just
behind the transmission. We didn't run into any issues with this since we had just recently
worked on that area of the car. An older exhaust will surely take more work to remove.

Step 2. Loosen the nuts/bolts at each end of the drive shaft where it meets the two flex
discs. There are 3 bolts at each end (see below images). The bolt takes the 18mm socket and the
nut takes the 19mm wrench.

~Dehind driveshaft

This would also be a good time to inspect the flex discs for cracks and damage, and re-
place them if needed (replacement of the flex discs requires additional tools). Mine were in
good shape so I left them alone. Remove the nuts and washers but leave the bolts intact. Then
brace the driveshaft while you remove the 13mm bolts that attach the bearing bracket to the un-
derside of the car. (See image on next page)
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After removing the bolts, continue to brace the driveshaft and have the second person
remove the loose bolts from the ends. Remove the driveshaft from the vehicle. With it out from
under the car it is much easier to see the extent of the damage.
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Step 3. Mount the driveshaft to the bench vice by the bearing side u-joint. Then mark
the shaft with chalk/pencil/crayon. Line up these marks later when re-installing to avoid bal-
ance issues. (See below image) Also, the use of PB Blaster or another penetrating oil may aid
you in the next few steps.

Step 4. Now it's time to get out the hammer. Hit the end of the driveshaft away from the
bearing (see below image) until the two halves have separated. I'm not going to lie, this will be
the most difficult thing to do during this repair. It's going to take time and some elbow grease to
get done. As it separates it will begin to look like the second image.

N
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Step 5. Keep the hammer, grab a chisel (or pickle fork if available). Place the chisel be-
tween the bearing and the u-joint (see below image) and start hammering. You'll want to work
your way around the edge to help keep things from binding. Again...time/elbow-grease.

Here is the new bearing (left) versus the old worn out one (right).
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Step 6. Clean up and grease the exposed end of the drive shaft and push the new bearing
on by hand as far as you can. Caution: do not use the hammer on the bearing.

Next, realign the loose end of the drive shaft with marks that you made earlier and slide it up as
far as you can. With a block of wood at the other end, hammer the driveshaft and bearing back
into place.
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Step 7. Re-install driveshaft and exhaust. Be sure to get the bolts on the flex discs good
and tight.
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The President’s Scoop
By Chris Winslow

For this month, I thought it would be good to slip in a tech article and I thought the one that
Brian had prepared a while back would be timely as the rubber on the carrier bearings is not getting
any younger on these Gen 5 cars!

As summer winds down, we have a really busy few months coming up in September and
October. First up is the fall Wheels In Motion car show. As we have discussed a few times, based
on membership feedback we are not going to do a raffle this fall. Instead, I am asking members to
please donate any money they would normally have spent on raffle prizes and we will donate that
money to the NCCS at the event. For the day of the event, we will need help to cover the gate and
help with parking. For this show, they are going to move the registration pop up down near where
we collect money, so that will make it easier for folks to know where to go after they get parked.

Next up will be our big show at the Pontiac Museum. I sent a message out last week an-
nouncing that the City of Pontiac is going to have an opening ceremony for Centennial Park, where
the Route 66 mural is located, on Friday the 18th. The response to that message was overwhelming
to stick with our traditional Friday Night Bar-B-Q at the Finkenbinder’s. I will be reaching out
soon to get a good head count for that event. And, for those that would like to caravan up to Pontiac
on that Friday, we will plan to meet for a late breakfast/early lunch at the Cracker Barrel in Troy, IL
at 11:00am. We are expecting this to be a big show with the 100th anniversary of Pontiac and
Route 66 so you won’t want to miss it.

Looking a little farther ahead, we also have some October activities on the books. First up
will be the Wheels and Wishes car show on October 10th. That show is organized by Jerry from
Top Stitch with all proceeds going to the Make A Wish foundation. Jerry has asked us to supply 5
people to help with parking and the gate during the event so it would great if some of you that are
going to attend the show would also help out. I have included the flyer with more details in this
newsletter. If you register early there is a discount.

Finally, make sure you have your calendars marked for our Gateway GTO picnic on Octo-
ber 11th. We will once again be at Vago park thanks to Tony Bezzole reserving it for us for the
day. As usual the club will provide the meat (burgers, dogs, brats, pork steaks, chicken) and we ask
everyone to bring side dishes and desserts to share.
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Minutes 8/6/26

7:02 PM — Meeting Start
Brett Fine, a new member, came to the meeting.

There was a guest speaker that Earl Lewis asked to
speak. His name was Craig Trunk from Craig’s
Customs; a shop located in St. Charles.

7:15 PM - Old Business

Chris Winslow talked about the GTOAA Nationals
that were held from July 7" to July 11™ in Love-
land Colorado. Chris showed some of the awards
banquet slide show from the convention, showing
Gateway winners.

Chris asked Steve Hedrick to talk about the Tri
Power Nationals in Norwalk July 17" — 19™. Steve
said that it was a light turnout, probably due to
storms and the smoke from the Canadian wildfires.

Chris talked about the tour of the Boeing Prologue
room on July 29", There was a good turnout, with
23 members attending.

7:22 PM — New Business and Upcoming Events

Chris talked about the upcoming Wheels in Motion
car show on September 12th at the Church on the
Rock. For 2026, we are not doing a raffle. We ask
that the members make individual donations in-
stead of gathering donation items. Bob Blattel will
be doing some magic shows again.

Chris talked about the All Pontiac Show at the Pon-
tiac Museum from September 18" to 20™. Please be
sure to get your hotel reservations as soon as possi-
ble. There is a BBQ planned at Finkenbinder’s on
Friday night. We will need to get a head count for
the BBQ so they know how much meat to buy.

Chris asked Robert Woolsey to talk about his trib-
ute car show in Kansas City on August 29", There
are flyers available.

Chris asked Marty Howard to talk about his 81st
birthday party at Atomic Pinball on September 13™.
There will be a practice session held at Club How-
ard on August 16™.

Chris mentioned that there will be an Octoberfest
car show in St. Charles on September 27™. Stock
cars only, age 25 years or older.

Gateway GTO Meeting Minutes

Chris talked about the Wheels and Wishes car
show being held on October 10™ at Calvary church
in Cottleville. This show is being held in conjunc-
tion with Top Stitch upholstery shop. We will need
some help with taking the money at the gate and
parking cars. Flyers are available.

Chris mentioned that the Gateway picnic will be
held on October 11™ at Vago park in Maryland
Heights.

7:47 PM - GTOAA

Chris talked about the upcoming National Conven-
tion in Kentucky in 2027. Steve Hedrick mentioned
that the GTOAA website is in the process of being
updated.

7:52 - TECH

Joe Mayweather talked about his car having a
wheel cracked on the way back from Loveland. He
made it home. There were several cars that had is-
sues at GTOAA Nationals. John Johnson has a
transmission linkage issue. The Fogerty’s had a
possible distributor issue and had to have their car
transported back to Pontiac. Frank Chapman had a
power steering issue. And the Martins from Utah,
who are friends of many Gateway members, had a
bearing failure. Terry Schott was kept really busy!

8:09 - PERSONALS

Chris talked about Frank Chapman who is still re-
covering from surgery for his broken ankle. Frank
made it to the GTOAA Nationals. Will Bowers is
feeling better after his back treatment. Jon Havens
has some back related issues. Tootie May had a
slight fall and broke 2 ribs. Brian O’Sullivan had a
bicycle accident where he broke his collarbone, a
rib and broke his helmet.

The meeting adjourned at 8:16 after a motion by
John Johnson and a second by Brian O’Sullivan.

50/50 of $35 dollars was won by Marty Howard.
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION

Membership/Renewal Form
(Please print clearly)

I:I New DRenewal I:IReturning

Name: Date:

Associate Name (Spouse/Significant Other):

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Home Phone: () Cell Phone:_( )

E-mail Address:

Occupation:

Year & Body Style of Car(s) ALL PONTIACS:

Auto related interests, hobbies or talents:

GTO Association of America membership number:

GTO Association of America membership renewal date:
(found on address label of Legend)

PLEASE FILL IN ALL FIELDS

And mail to:

Will Bowers, Treasurer
Gateway GTO Association
4213 Napa View Lane
St. Charles, MO 63304

Membership dues are $20.
You are allowed one associate member (spouse, significant other, etc.).
All Gateway GTO Members must also be members in good standing with GTOAA
Go to WWW.GTOAA.ORG to join or renew GTOAA membership

Y THE HOOD SCOOP



Gateway GTO
Membership Renewal

Gateway GTO Dues for 2026 are $20 and
are due by the annual Gateway GTO Piz-
za Party.

e Send dues to Will Bowers by mail or pay
in person at the Next Meeting
Will’s Address:
4213 Napa View Lane
St. Charles, MO 63304

e In order to Renew with Gateway GTO,

members must be members 1n good stand-
ing with GTOAA.

1EW
w4,

Contact Chris Winslow 1f 6
you have any questions on

renewing your Gateway
GTO membership

AssociaTIiON

ST

I
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GTOAA Membership Renewal

GTOAA Dues are to be paid directly to
GTOAA

e Do not send GTOAA dues to Will Bowers.
Instead renew directly with GTOAA by mail
or at www.gtoaa.org.

e All Gateway GTO Members must be
GTOAA members in good standing.

¢ Please contact GTOAA Chapter Representa-
tive Steve Hedrick with any questions:

Steve Hedrick Contact Info:

Phone: 314-640-4020
Email: sthedrick@aol.com

Y THE HOOD SCOOP
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Trophies for: th Charity Car Show
Pastor’s Choice 29 Yea r Benefits
Collector Cars Against Cancer

Kid’s Choice
i~ lhoels in Motioh, . 2,
2L Day &
aturday, September
9amto 2 pm

The National

All Proceeds Benefit Children in Their
Fight with Cancer

The Show Location
n , | National

Children’s _;”--

Cancer AR

) mrock

900 Blrdlev“lk-llllls Rd. St. Peters, MO 63376

Onsite Car Registration: $25 Per Vehicle
Commemorative Dash Plaques to First 150 Cars

D.J. Entertainment, Food & Drink Vendor, Sno-Cones
Magic Show for the Kids, 50/50 Drawing
SPONSORS

HANDY AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

Independent CARQUEST St (f \ ' ! = - ' “'\". "‘)" Pro-Formance
We have real Parts People Y R qg::,,o‘,- A : P S “‘S“\j
ik CARQUEST Rz = - '
|) hl "
auTO PARTS DONRLE WATER (O /\

o
11720 Dorsett Rd T .‘N.Z?I 4:.«: (314)426-5181

Muryland Heights, MO 63043 F 314.291.5049 SUNSET HILLS i

\rr\irci‘farquv:\tulumryl:lm.llwi:.:hl\.mm SU BAHU Cheek Engine L u‘: Py = pase

Mig & Tig Weiding l \ e ——————

2 x"g?b‘eA‘l’I"?}“”“g 10100 Watson Rd, =X\ RVEN- FESTARAY

= ok Sunset Hills, MO S, o

GERLING & SONS, INC. [314.293.1800 | {31310 9638 Y | ok \ B> RONSTILE

No Job Too Smail TAYLOR AUTO PARTS

A 4255009 42719524
CASH PAID ON THE SPOT \ i
St. Louis Oaly Drive-ho
wifh Fub-Tirse Curb Sarvice

S J;j

g
i“‘l ~dJ

2905 Woodson Rd. Keith We Buy
Overland, MO 63114 (314) 428-9933 CARS & TRUCKS (Ta

’ t 2 ylor) - (314) 726-6181
gedingandsons@yahco.com  Fax: (314) 428-7265 Dead or Alive (Riverside) - (314) 385-8845

For More Details, Call:Elliott (314) 605-0225 or Judi (636) 485-0287

https://firstcapitolclassics.wixsite.com/autoclub/wheels-in-motion firstcapitolclassics@yahoo.com

Please, No Alcoholic Beverages Allowed!!! A Cooperative Event of St. Louis Area Car Clubs

Y THE HOOD SCOOP
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For Fun Come to the Fifteenth Annual...

GT0AA BEGIONAL AlLL PONTIAC
CRUITE AND JHOW ~ Hosted by the.-.

proceeds benefit the Pontiac-Oakland Museum Gateway GTO Club

%’4/ Reute 66 Costasial Bat!

Join us as we celebrate the 100th

Anniversary of both Pontiac Motor
Division and Rt 66 See a spec:ald:splay

pONTIA

~— MOTOR DIVISION =

109

Ineviore

et ¢ Ccys $30 Sundaylony $20

| for registration & info, see www.gatewaygto.org

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Saturday . Private Collections s Tour

+ Live Music « Food Trucks
Sunday « All Pontiac Car Show
s e pte m b e r I 9 2 o 2 0 6 + Expanded Classes * Special Displays
Hotels
For Information Contact : P wtivs » Hampton Inn 815-844-4400
¢ Quality Inn 815-844-4444
o Super 8 815-844-6888
* Best Western 815-842-2777

Chris Winslow Brian Sorensen
636-294-8104 630-991-1465

chriswinslow@charter.net bsorensen1l@comcast.net

Pontiac-Oakland Museum * 205 N. Mill Street - Pontiac, [llinois 61764 Phone - 815-842-2345 °wwwpontiacoaldandmuseum.org

Y THE HOOD SCOOP 14



Best Western
1821 W. Reynolds St.
Pontiac, IL 61764
815-842-2777
GTOAA Rate: 1 King Bed - $129.99 per night
2 Queen Beds - $139.99 per night
Ask for the front desk and mention Group Name GTO 2026 when reserving room to get rate

Quality Inn
1823 W. Reynolds St.

Pontiac, IL 61764
815-844-4444
GTOAA Rate: 1 King Bed - $129.99 per night
2 Queen Beds - $139.99 per night
Ask for the front desk and mention Group Name GTO 2026 when reserving room to get rate

Hampton Inn
2000 Grand Prix Drive

Pontiac, IL 61764
815-844-4400
GTOAA Rate: 1 King Bed - $190.00 per night
2 Queen Beds - $180.00 per night
Ask for the front desk and mention Group Name GTO 2026 when reserving room to get rate

Super 8
601 S. Deerfield Rd.

Pontiac, IL 61764
815-844-6888

BOOK HOTELS EARLY!!! — THERE ARE OTHER EVENTS IN THE AREA THAT WEEKEND

Y THE HOOD SCOOP

15



TOP STITCH INTERIORS PRESENTS

Make A-Wish.

MISSOURI & KANSAS

PREMIER CAR EVENT

October 10, 2026
8 am - 3 pm
Parade to follow!

$25 Pre-Registration
S30 After 9/1/26

s
.

—

T Music
SPE” ﬁ-,-;—m Food Trucks
Classics/Custom Cars/ Rat Rods Attendance Prizes
b~ Exotlc/European/lmport‘Cars.‘ -

i‘-‘ Truck/Golf Carts/Motorcy‘gl-:‘s
Yoo EIE

Calvary Church 3998 Mid Rivers Mall Dr St. Peters, MO 63376
Contact Jerry 314-608-9636 / Ron 314-503-8228 / Tom 314-915-2144

Pre-Registration until 9/1/26 EBE-REGI&TBAI IQN EQBM (NO REFUNDS)

Year: Make: Model:

Class:

Signature: Date:

Make checks payable to: Wheels and Wishes / 449 Weiss Road, St. Peters, M0 63376
We are a 501(c)(3). Tax ID # 41-3433919

Visit us on Facebook @ WheelsandWishes

Y THE HOOD SCOOP



| BENEFITING THE GREATER ST. LOUIS
== HONOR FLIGHT & DUO DOGS,
e o ASSISTANCE DOGS

TEST YOUR TRIVIA KNOWLEDGE AGAINST OTHER ENTHUSIASTS!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2026 « 7:00PM- 11:00PM
AMERICAN LEGION 312 2500 RAYMOND DRIVE ST. CHARLES, MO 63301

50/50 ¢ SILENT AUCTION ¢« DOOR PRIZES ¢ RAFFLES & MORE!

$160.00
PER TABLE OF 8

$20.00
PER INDIVIDUAL

CASH BAR AVAILABLE

BRING FOOD & SNACKS!
NO OUTSIDE BEVERAGES
ALLOWED

MUST BE 21 YEARS +

Make checks payable to Archway Olds Club and send in with your name, phone
number, email and return address to:
Trivia Night ¢ PO Box 510892, St. Louis, MO 63151

Questions? (314) 497-0798
HOSTED BY THE ARCHWAY OLDSMOBILE CLUB ' \ rchway -

Olds Club
PRE‘REG'STER BY OCTOBER 30’ 2026 ESTABLISHED 1978

-------

Y THE HOOD SCOOP
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2026 GATEWAY GTO
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September
3 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s
12 - Fall Wheels In Motion Car Show

18-20 - All Pontiac Show at the Pontiac Museum

October
3 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s

10 - Wheels and Wishes Car Show at Calvary Church in St. Peters - Need 5 volunteers to
help with parking

11 - Gateway GTO Picnic at Vago Park
TBD - Winery Run

November
5 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s

7— Archway Olds Club Trivia Night

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG

Gateway GTO Classifieds

Y THE HOOD SCOOP
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PPEDEAMIED

NV ECTADCAD ADDDAICAI C©

>~ 11 /

Jim Schneider 314-409-6624
Certified Appraiser www.i-van.org | schneider@i-van.org
(314) 496-7368 (314) 838-5533
Jonathan’s Q Jet Service Jon’s Tri-Power Service
126 Afshari Drive
13 Shamblin Dr. | |Jon F. Havens Florissant, MO 63034
Jonathan Havens Florissant, MO 63034 Owner jthavens@sbcglobal.net

:’(; ) Shing. o Dot Classic GYN Sealing /

R o CLUB i

F = APPAREL =

CLASSIC GENERAL MOTORS MERCHANDISE

Y THE HOOD SCOOP 19
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President

Chris Winslow

644 Emge Road
O’Fallon, MO 63366
636-294-8104
chriswinslow(@charter.net

GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

Vice President Mo
Brian O’Sullivan
2576 Westrick Drive

Maryland Heights MO 63043

314-225-7240
bosullivan@hunter.com

Vice President IL.

Dan Jackson

P.O. Box 234
Greenville, IL 62246
618-267-1760
dajalj@gmail.com
Secretary

Paula Winslow

644 Emge Road
O’Fallon, MO 63366
636-294-8104
pwinslow(@charter.net
Photo Album Editor
Laura Kiefer

70 Keystone Drive

0Old Monroe, MO 63369
1977kieferla@gmail.com

Web

Chris Winslow

644 Emge Rd.

O’Fallon MO 63366
636-294-8104
chriswinslow(@charter.net
Charity Chairman

Bob Blattel

4564 Austin Knoll Court
St. Charles MO 63304
636-441-3141
bob@blattels.com

Treasurer

Will Bowers

4213 Napa View Lane
St. Charles, MO 63304
618-791-3110
wwbdsb@yahoo.com
GTOAA Chapter Rep.
Steve Hedrick

3676 Morgan Way
Imperial, MO 63052
314-640-4020
sthedrick@aol.com
Club Events Chairman
Marty Howard

7 Newcastle CT

St. Charles MO 63301
636-724-8641
nycgto@att.net
Newsletter Editor
Chris Winslow

644 Emge Rd.

O’Fallon MO 63366
636-294-8104
chriswinslow(@charter.net
Photographer

Chris Winslow

644 Emge Rd.

O’Fallon MO 63366
636-294-8104
chriswinslow(@charter.net

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good

for our Photo Album, please send them to the news-
letter editor.

The Hood Scoop is published as an informative
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on
past, present, and future events.

Adbvertising is free for members in good standing.

Advertising rates for non members are:

$100 — Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to
your website from our Related Website Link space.

$50 — ¥ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to

your website from our Related Website Link space.

$25 — Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad

in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months,

your logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link
to your website from our Related Website Link
space.

Y THE HOOD SCOOP

Adpvertising Guidelines

Classified ads are free to members. Classified ads up to 50
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.

Gateway GTO Club Information

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”. The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club
meets every first Thursday of the month at Gingham’s, 1566
Country Club Plaza Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303

The yearly dues for Gateway GTO is $20. The dues are due
by the Pizza Party in January. All Gateway GTO members
must be a member in good standing with GTOAA. You are
allowed to have one associate member.

ASSOCIATION

* Lours, missoUY

The Gateway GTO Association
is an official chapter of the
GTO Association of America
www.gtoaa.org

Visit us at

www.gatewaygto.org or
www.gatewaygto.com
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644 Emge Road
O’Fallon, MO 63366
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